Introduction

The data management office for the Northeast Consortium receives data submitted by project principal investigators and prepares the data as necessary to serve them on the World Wide Web using the JGOFS/GLOBEC Data Management System.  Data managers also assemble the metadata that are required to accompany each data set and makes that available online as well.  Metadata are also submitted to data portals such as OBIS and the Global Change Master Directory (GCMD).  In addition, data management personnel work with Northeast Consortium staff members on outreach efforts to educate scientists, fishermen and managers both about the availability of the data once submitted and about submitting the data as comprehensively as possible to render them useful and accessible both by way of the text interface and the geospatial interface.

The text interface to Northeast Consortium’s data using the URL http://northeastconsortium.org/data.shtml provides simple, topic oriented access to the data, including fish biology, gear technology, habitat/ecosystem/monitoring, socioeconomic/education/outreach, stock assessment/enhancement, and right whale research.  It also provides access via an inventory list of all available data sets organized by year and project type.  To date the Northeast Consortium Data Management Office has compiled an inventory of 164  projects (both with and without data submitted or served so far) and [is linking to or ]serving [directly] 49 data sets.

The geospatial interface to the data uses the University of Minnesota’s MapServer software to provide flexible access to the data via a clickable map of the study areas, http://mapservice.whoi.edu/maps-bin/nec/map.  Currently, the data can be selected by principal investigators and by geographic boundaries.  

Proposed Activities

During the next year we will update(enable?) access to newly submitted data [and continue to work with the NEC staff in education and outreach efforts].  [Presently] at least twelve data sets have been submitted and are waiting to be served and many other data sets are expected to be submitted over the coming months.  Many of these data sets were submitted in a form that requires substantial reformatting effort to prepare for online serving.  We will update the online records of available reports and data and add new projects as they are funded.  

We also plan to enhance the geospatial interface to the data by adding additional retrieval options including searching by data types and specific date ranges.

Budget Justification

Senior Personnel:

P .H. Wiebe will serve as the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution representative to the Northeast Consortium. In this role, he will: serve as point-of-contact for Massachusetts researchers and commercial fishermen wishing to become involved in cooperative research; assist in the evaluation of Planning Letters and Full Proposals submitted to the Northeast Consortium; represent the Northeast Consortium at scientific and commercial fishing industry meetings; and make presentations to a wide variety of audiences, including Congressional staff members, researchers, commercial fishermen, managers, and interested citizens.  Salary support is not requested.

Salary is requested for Robert Groman to assist in the on-going management of the Northeast Consortium data management system. He will assist in the supervision of Northeast Consortium staff members (employees of the University of New Hampshire) who are responsible for maintaining and managing the Northeast Consortium data system as well as supervising M. Allison and the To Be Hired (TBH) replacement for G. Heimerdinger.

Other Personnel:

Funds are requested for M. Allison and the TBH replacement for G. Heimerdinger, who are responsible for preparing data for the data system and making these data available on-line.  Minimal funds are requested for M. Clancy, Sr. Administrative Assistant, to assist with report preparation related to the project.

Travel:

Travel funds are requested for Peter Wiebe, Robert Groman and D. Allison to attend Northeast Consortium events, including meetings of the Advisory Committee and project participants, and other related activities. Funds are also requested for two trips to the NEC office at UNH.  We also include funds to participate in the Fishermen’s Forum meeting held yearly in Maine.  The funds are to be used for personal car mileage and other travel expenses consistent with the proposed activities.

Other Direct Costs:

Funds for Other Costs are also requested – communications, copying and backup tapes related to the project.  We are requesting funds to pay an outside consultant for Northeast Consortium specific enhancements to the MapServer interface to the online data. 

Budget Information


The Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution calculates overhead rates (both Laboratory Costs and General & Administrative Costs) as a percent of total direct salaries and benefits, as allowed by OMB Circular A-122. Direct salaries exclude overtime-premium pay. A proposed labor month is equal to 152 hours or 1824 hours annually versus 2080 hours (40 hours/week for 52 weeks). The difference is for vacations, holidays, sick time, and other paid absences, which are included in Employee Benefits.

The rates included in the proposal are negotiated with ONR or they are estimates. When estimated rates are finalized, costs will be in accordance with the rate agreement.

With the assistance of Price, Waterhouse, Coopers, WHOI undertook a study to determine what our 1997 combined F&A overhead rate would be, if we used the MTDC method used by most Universities, which are subject to OMB Circular A-21. We repeated the study and determined that our rate for 2004 would be 51.31% - lower than most research in

